IN Casey A. Wood's " The Fundus Oculi of Birds," Chicago, The Lakeside Press, 1917, the author states that Hirundo rustica has a trimacular fundus; one nasal fovea for monomacular vision for far distances and two temporal foveae for bimacular vision in short distances. In the chromolithograph after Arthur W. Head's painting (ic, Plate L) only two of the three foveae are visible; the most external temporal fovea is outside the area of the reproduction.
In July, 1913, I convinced myself that Hirundo rustica has phenomenally sharp vision both for far and short distances. In
The dry fly Black Gnat" on 000 " Hardy " hook (Size 1/1) bright sunshine the swallows hunted tiny insects-mostly the common midge, Culex pipiens-very high up in the air and often in full speed changed the direction in acute angles. Suddenly one of them from at least 20 metres height became interested in my little dry fly " Black Gnat " on 000 " Hardy " hook during trout fishing and rushed down to it; but in about one metre's distance from the dry fly the swallow stopped abruptly with the THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY wings transversally; he observed with his temporal foveae perhaps the little hook--if in profile as in the illustration-but certainly the hairfine (0.006) undyed transparent drawn gut cast, which he had never seen connected with any living insect; with his nasal fovea he had monocularly detected the fly itself from at least the distance of 20 metres.
I admired the animal, but found it safest in the future never to fish with the dry fly when swallows are hunting in the landscape.
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